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Conference aim

NOCCA2025 approaches climate change and adaptation with a critical question at its core: What are
the limits to adaptation in the Nordic context? Taking place in the Arcticc NOCCA2025 will
explore adaptation limits and transformational opportunities for society, ecosystems and natural
resources with a special focus on indigenous and rural communities.

Limits, both in ecological systems and society, as referred to by the IPCC, are considered to be a
point at which the objectives of adaptation can no longer be secured from intolerable risks.
Surpassing hard limits in ecological systems and society results in lost functionality at specific
warming levels, which may result in irreversible changes.

Current knowledge on adaptation limits has made little progress in the last ten years. Overall, there
is a lack of empirical literature, and this is also true for the Nordic countries. Research has shown
that the Arctic area is warming up to four times faster than the global average, and Europe is the
fastest warming continent. This development may lead to unexpected tipping points. For example,
concerns have been raised recently about the weakening of the Atlantic Meridional Overturning
Circulation (AMOC), which could result in, among other things, a dramatic fall in temperature in
major parts of the Nordic region. Thus, it is pertinent to examine whether there are areas,
communities or cultures, which may be facing intolerable risks.

NOCCA2025 acknowledges the need to adapt to “local” physical climate risks in conjunction with
transboundary climate risks, and further consider compound effects and systemic risks. In this
context, limits to adaptation may present an opportunity for transformational adaptation options
that go beyond conventional and incremental action, to rise on the policy agenda. However, facing
limits and transformational adaptation raise concerns of justice in adaptation, particularly in the
context of indigenous people. Overall, the conference deepens the discussion on cross-Nordic
perspectives on addressing climate risks and adaptation through collaboration.



Conference themes

NOCCA2025 invites submissions on the following themes. When submitting your abstract, indicate
which theme the abstract fits best.

e Ecosystem tipping points in the Nordic region and social limits to adaptation in Nordic
societies

e Local communities and indigenous people and culture in the rapidly warming Arctic

e Generational views and youth perspectives on climate risks and adaptation limits

e Transformational adaptation and concerns regarding justice in adaptation

e Transboundary climate risks and adaptation efforts in the Nordic context

e Climate security —a new climate and a new Nordic and European security situation

Types of submissions

1. Poster presentations of practice cases or scientific papers (max. 250 words)

Posters include a visual summary of the findings of a practice case or a scientific paper with
implications of the work for practice and wider society. Abstracts should include a title,
introduction, details of the practice cases or objectives, method and findings for scientific
papers, as well as significance of the work for policy and practice. Abstracts can also include
a figure. There will be a poster session during the conference where participants can present
and discuss their work.

2. Oral paper presentations (max. 250 words)

Individual papers can be proposed by individual researchers or practitioners for oral
presentation. Abstracts should include a title, introduction, objectives, method, findings,
significance of the work for policy and practice.

3. Session proposals (max. 1000 words)

Submissions are also considered for clusters of several papers presented as a panel on a
specific theme. A session proposal includes an abstract of the objective and purpose of the
panel and describes each individual panelist's contribution and short authors’ bio. Panels
have an identified moderator, and a minimum of three panelists. Panels can be science or
practice oriented, or a mix of the above. Priority will be given to sessions, which demonstrate
diversity of speakers in terms of geographical coverage and expertise.

Abstract submissions are limited to one abstract per first-author.

Abstracts are to be submitted via https://confedent.eventsair.com/nocca2025/nocca25 by 31
January 2025, at the latest.




Background information about NOCCA

NOCCA conferences form a core part of Nordic collaboration on climate change adaptation and
serve as a central forum for Nordic researchers and experts; facilitating collaboration, sharing the
latest research, and highlighting opportunities for effective adaptation strategies. The conference’s
mission is to advance adaptation science and practice across the Nordic region through knowledge
exchange and peer learning. It also provides a platform for Nordic countries to discuss adaptation
challenges and successes openly, welcoming participants from academia, local communities,
government, national authorities, politics, business, industry, and NGOs.

NOCCA2025 is part of Finland’s presidency of the Nordic Council of Ministers in 2025. The Nordic
Council of Ministers (NCM) is the official cooperative body for Nordic governments. The 2025
conference is a collaborative event involving both the Council of Ministers for the Environment and
Climate (MR-MK) and the Council of Ministers for Aquaculture, Agriculture, Food, and Forestry (MR-
FJLS). One of the goals of NOCCA2025 is to enhance adaptation-focused cross-sectoral collaboration
within the NCM.

Overall responsibility for the conference lies with the Finnish Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
that coordinates Finland’s national climate adaptation policy, while the Program Committee —
chaired by Professor Sirkku Juhola (University of Helsinki) and Professor Carlo Aall (WNRI) — leads
the development of the conference program.



